THE ART OF BIOGRAPHY

Biography, properly considered, is the topmost
peak of art. For the painter, the body is the chief
thing and by means of it he can give glimpses of
the soul, but to the biographer the body is only
valuable as it has influenced the spirit; it is the
spirit he must portray. And he can do what no
other art can even attempt: he can depict the
growth and the formative influences and the
effect poverty or riches, health or sickness, even
accidents may have upon the soul. The true biog'
rapher can make you know a man or woman,
body, heart, and spirit, and its multiform develop-
ment from the cradle to the grave. And if he has
taken a great soul to depict, the vicissitudes are
apt to be extraordinary and the crises heart'rend'
ing. The great man must be considered fortunate
if his Gethsemane and Calvary come at the end
and not midway in his life. The story of the
growth of a true soul is the essence of Natural
Religion; for great men are the Jacob's ladder
which leads to heaven.
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